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supported and of a libellous nature, and that "its being
" destroyed in the manner proposed would be sufficient to
<e clear the character of the judges so far as they ap-
peared to be attacked in that paper." They wished
therefore to clear the character of the judges from an
imputation which they believed to be true.

It is difficult to me to believe this statement. Notwith-
standing, and indeed a little because of Francis's solemn
protestations of his truthfulness, I am disposed to think
that in ascribing to Monson the remark quoted he lied.
Both Monson and Francis must have known that the

1 Eegulating Act exempted the Council from the criminal
jurisdiction of the Court, except for treason or felony, and
from arrest in civil matters.    If they had not known it
before it had been pointed out to them, by Impey in his

2 observations in Radachurn's case, of which they had had
a copy.    I can, however, have no doubt that they did
know it.    In many of their despatches they argue on the
terms of the Regulating Act as to their authority, and
though  people  may not  study every  provision  of an
elaborate Act of Parliament minutely, they are sure to
be acquainted with provisions which confer upon them-
selves a dignity or privilege.   It would require far better
authority than the word of Francis, or his oath either, to
persuade me that either he or Monson was ignorant of the

1 13Geo. III. c. 63, s. 15: "The said Court shall not be competent
"to hear, try, or determine any indictment or information against the
"said Governor-General or any of the said Council for any offence (not
"being treason or felony) which such Governor-General or any of the
" said Council shall or maybe charged with having committed in Bengal,
" Bahar, or Orissa;" s. 17: "Nothing in this Act shall extend to
"subject the person of the Governor-General or of any of the said
" Council or chief justice or judges respectively for the time being to be
" arrested or imprisoned upon any action suit or proceeding in the said
" Court."                                                                     2 See above.